
iPad Photography Scavenger Hunt  

Thank you to Zart Education and Dee Zabel for the following series of lessons. 

The following activities is on taking interesting photos using an iPhone or and iPad. If you don’t have 

one then use any phone or camera if available. 

Lesson 2 

What makes a Great Photo? 

There is a lot of writing but take your time and enjoy! 

Step 1: Discuss with your child what they think makes a good photograph. More people than ever 

have access to digital devices that can take photos, but how do you become a good photographer? 

How is a happy snap different than a composed photograph?  

Use the Internet or Instagram  https://www.instagram.com/natgeo/  or 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/ (Under the menu tabs choose from Animals, History, Science, 

Travel to access galleries in these categories.) to access National Geographic –  

What do you notice about these images?  

Make a list of why they are great photographs.  

Your list might include:  

• In focus  

• Interesting angles 

 • Show emotion  

• Tell a story  

• Interesting lighting  

• Document an adventure  

• Make you react  

 

Step 2: Choose a few or all photographic techniques to show and discus with your child. Using these 

techniques alone or in combination will help your student take more interesting photographs.  

 

Focus: Make sure your image is in focus by holding the camera steady. Taking images in places that 

are not too dark. Photographing still objects will also help. Remember you can choose what your 

camera focuses on or let the camera select for you.  

 

Cropping: Taking a shot that is closer up and more tightly cropped can be more interesting than 

showing the whole scene or object. It will also give the viewer clues to what it is without telling them 

everything. Cropping tighter will also make sure that things in the background don’t take away from 

the focus of the shot. You can always crop an image after but composing the shot properly from the 

start is always the best option. TIP: If you are planning on presenting your images as squares, you 

should take the original photos as a square.  

 

Rule of Thirds: The Rule of Thirds is a compositional technique that places the points of interest in 

the cross hairs of a grid that divides the image into thirds vertically and horizontally. You can turn on 

https://www.instagram.com/natgeo/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/


this grid by going into your iPad settings, finding the camera settings and turning on the grid. When 

you open the camera, the grid will be overlayed on your screen. This is a very easy way to start 

improving your photographs and create more balanced an engaging image. TIP: Make sure to 

consider what way your subject is pointing, as if they are pointing out of the frame vs into the frame 

the composition might not be as strong. 

 

 
 

Macro Photography: A macro photograph is a close-up shot of a small subject; often a bug or 

flowers - but can be of anything really! For this project a macro photo of a texture or a feature of a 

location would be a great clue to where it is. 

 

 
 

Leading lines: Use lines in the image (created by shapes, lines, textures, patterns) to move your 

viewers eye through the image. 

 

 
 

 

 



Change your point of view: Instead of taking a shot front on, try a bird’s eye view (Top down), 

worms eye view (looking up or down low on the ground), side on view or on the level of the subject. 

 

 
 

Frame within a frame: Use another shape near your subject to frame the shot. 

 

 
 

Art Elements and Principles: Using the Art Elements (Colour, Line, Shape, Texture, Form and Space) 

and Principles (Contrast, Emphasis, Movement Rhythm, Repetition & Pattern, Balance and Unity) can 

enhance your photos when more carefully considered and incorporated into your photographs. 

 

 
 

IMAGE 1: Contrasting colours create emphasis on the plants. Repeated shapes create texture and 

pattern.  



IMAGE 2: Symmetrically balanced image with repetitive lines and shapes that lead the eye to the 

horizon. Space is created in the image with the wooden bollards appearing smaller as they go off 

into the distance. The contrasting dark wooden pier stands out from the light blue background.  

 

IMAGE 3: Shapes and lines are symmetrically balanced.  

 

IMAGE 4: Contrasting colours create emphasis on the flowers.  

 

IMAGE 5: Complimentary colours (blue and orange) make the image eye catching. Contrasting 

vertical and horizontal lines move your eye around the image. The smaller orange brick area is 

asymmetrically 

 

You do not need to send me any photographs but you can if you like. I had some lovely ones last 

week. 


