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HOMEWORK POLICY




Rationale
Research has established that homework has a positive effect on learning, particularly at the middle and secondary school levels. The current evidence and research shows that the quality of homework assigned is likely to be more important than the quantity. The effectiveness of homework is enhanced by providing students with choices among homework tasks, which will result in higher motivational and performance outcomes.
Aims
As part of a comprehensive and balanced curriculum within Victorian schools, homework is seen as one way of: 
· supporting and fostering good life-long learning and study habits
· connecting families with the learning of their children
· providing an opportunity for students to become responsible for their own learning.

Homework should be:
· appropriate to the student's individual learning styles and abilities
· purposeful, meaningful and relevant to the curriculum
· interesting, challenging and when appropriate open ended
· assessed by teachers with feedback and support provided
· balanced with a range of recreational, family and cultural activities

Implementation:
Years Prep – 2
· will generally not exceed 30 minutes a day or be set on weekends or during vacations
· should not be seen as a chore
· will mainly consist of daily reading to, with, and by parents/carer or older siblings
· learning to read from appropriate word list
· learning to spell words from appropriate spelling list
· practise physical education skills by playing outside

[bookmark: _GoBack]Years 3 - 4
· will generally not exceed 30 minutes a day or be set on weekends or during vacations.
· should not be seen as a chore
· will mainly consist of daily reading to, with, and by parents/carer or older siblings
· learning to read from appropriate word list
· learning to spell words from appropriate spelling list
· practise physical education skills by playing outside

Years 5 – 6
· Will generally not exceed 45 minutes a day 
· should include daily independent reading
· learning to spell words from appropriate spelling list
· practise physical education skills by playing outside
· may extend class work, projects and assignments, essays and research
· completing consolidation exercises for Mathematics

It is acceptable for teachers to assign unfinished classroom activities as additional homework tasks.
Evaluation:
· This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three year review cycle.
References: 
DET Homework Guidelines
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